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There was sincere excitement about the place anfiblks that do not
have home water were especially impressed. Hdyefthls tour and

i other outreach | have been doing in the last fewth®will help increas

Heour response rate to advocacy alerts and otheabpgas we push to con

plete the funding for the Forest Service’s purctadeocky Fork.

The July meeting, set for
Thursday, July 15, 2010 at 6:0
pm, will be held at the Firehou
Restaurant, 627 West Walnut
Street, Johnson City, TN.

(Please note the change in lo-
cation from the House of Ribs)

Thanks for continuing to support this project, amahks especially to
Gary Barrigar and David Ramsey for their time affdre You can
email me any time with questions at dhearne@tu.org.

Our speaker will bélark Hut-
chinson.Mark, a straight line
fly-casting instructor, will use
power point to show us some
neat casting techniques. Mark
holds a Master Fly-casting Cerj
tification from the Federation o
Fly Fishermen. This should belg
very informative and interesting
program.

Invasive species threat-
ens area watersheds
Japanese knotweed
(Polygonum cuspidatuman
invasive species introduced
in the U.S. from Asia in the
late 1800s, is beginning to
show up on the environ-
mental radar. According to
Lisa Carol Huff, Natural Ar-
eas Manager, TN Natural
Areas Program, Resource
Management Division, TN
State Parks, TDEC, it is pog
ing a threat to the Roan wa-
tersheds right now. She de-
scribes this plant as a “true
beast and if we don't act
now, and continue acting, it
will change the watersheds
East Tennessee forever.”

OMTU member Gary Barri-
gar echoes these concerns,
reporting that on a recent

fishing trip to Wilson Creek
in NC, he found it dominant

along sections of the strean].

The plant is a frequent colo
nizer of temperate riparian
ecosystems, roadsides and
waster places.

Japanese knotweed is very
difficult to control and eradi
cate. Lisa stated, “control
will require vast cooperation
from all public and non-
profit entities as well as co-
operation from private land-
owners. In short, it will re-
quire true believers, a lot of
education, and a lot of hard
work and some money!”

Lisa is attempting to put to-

gether a strategy for eradicqt-

ing/controlling this weed in
the Roan watersheds and ig
asking for help. For more
information, call (865) 594-
5601 or e-mail Lisa.
Huff@tn.gov.
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Bob Fondry
Ron Harrington
Dempsey Shell
Gary Barrigar
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Board meeting dates
changed

Your OMTU Board now
meets the second Tuesdg)
of the months in which wg
do not have a regular
meeting. Here are the
dates for the rest of this
year:

August 12, 2010
October 14, 2010
December 9, 2010

South Holston Tail-
water Cleanup set for
August 14, 2010

Time: 8:00 a.m.-12:00
noon

Place: Register at the
Weir Dam or the Board-
walk area in Bluff City.

Bags and gloves will be
furnished.

Free food, music and
door prizes are available
at the celebration begin-
ning at 3:30 p.m. Place:
Observation Knob Park

Plan now to take part!!

A View from the Riverbank

Ron Harrington
Editor

It is easy to become discouraged and frustr,
by the constant onslaught of environmental
challenges. Often they seem overwhelminil

and insurmountable. Sometimes | wonder
how—and even if—one person can make
difference.

My spirits were recently lifted when | read a

It is time

“America must be freed from her addic-
tion to fossil fuels. It is time for us to grow
up, be more respectful of our water, our
air, our planet, and our fellow human be-

Aldflgs. It is time to move on to the future of

energy production. It is time.”
Kathy Selvage, Wise, VA

Source: Bristol Herald Courier, Friday, June
11, 2010

great explanation of the phenomenon known
as “The Butterfly Effect.” Ben Talley, Bristol}
native, author, and an elementary school
teacher, summed it up best in his latest bod
Bristol Stories: Schoolyard Yarns, Nature
Tromps and Jail Tales:

ka

“Those familiar with The Butterfly Effect knqw
it as a wonderful example of the interconneft-

edness of all things. There exist many apt

analogies, but one goes something like this
because a single butterfly chooses to flap it
wings just one more time today in China, th
by a wondrous web of cause and effect, it

leads to a thunderstorm halfway around the
world next week, in Central Park.

D UJ

While the butterfly does not ‘cause’ the thur-
derstorm in the sense of providing enough ¢1}
ergy, it does ‘cause’ it in the sense that the
extra flap of its wings is an essential part of
the initial conditions ultimately resulting in

the thunderstorm, and without that one extrh
flap that particular thunderstorm would nevgr
have existed.

The crux of the matter is this: even seeming
insignificant events lead to profound conse-

OMTU receives Trout Specialty Plate
funds

OMTU has received $1,069 from year one distribufjon

of the TU Conservation License Plate Revenue. iBh

approximately two thirds of the total expected friira
initial sale of the plates. There were 74 platdd 5o

our area, which amounts to 7.33 percent of the tots

sold through out the state, which was 1009. Stgrtin

the second year, each club will receive $17.5@é&mh
late sold in the area served. However, this oaly b

gins once the Cumberland Chapter is fully reimbdirs

for funds donated from its conservation fund tdidahe
the process.

This revenue must be used for conservation purpo

The Tennessee Secretary of state will require dit afi

trail for non-profit organizations to show how the
money is used.

quences...if only we could see the ‘big pic-
ture.”

In short, nothing that ever happens is insig-
nificant. It only appears to be so to us, due
solely to our extremely limited frame of refe
ence in the physical world.”

Those little things we do for conservation cqn
make a big difference in the long run. Just
think of how much gasoline (and ultimately
oil) we could save by driving slower. Just
driving at the speed limit helps.

(continued on page 3)
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Volunteers still needed
to help with Boy Scout
Merit Badge program

TU member David White,
who is with Boy Scout
Troop 285 in Mt. Carmel,
TN, is seeking help to con
duct a fly-fishing merit
badge program. For more
information, contact David
at dwhite1957 @charter.ng
or call (423) 343-9646.
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(A view from the riverbank, continued from page)1

But traveling at 55 mph will give you up to 21%tee mileage
when compared to 65 mph and 70 mph. Unfortunatelgtriolks on
the interstates seem to exceed the posted limits.

We can reduce ozone in the air by mowing our lalatesin the day,
car pooling, or by simply filling up the gas tartknéght, and not
overfilling it. Pick up some trash along the streaach time you go
fishing. Recycle. Reuse. Take part in a cleanup stream improve-
ment project. Take steps to reduce erosion. Usehlesbicides and
pesticides—if at all. Plant a tree. Introduce angperson to the
wonders of nature. Take a kid fishing. Eat graskkfeef. Report
stream pollution. Contact your legislator abouiece of important
environmental legislation. Attend OMTU meetings deidyour
voice be heard—the list can go on and on.

| have been impressed by some of the “small” egfost folks deal-
ing with the oil spill in the gulf—folks dipping upil with hand-held
skimmers, or siphoning oil with shop vacuums. Setrik in the
grander scheme, but at least they're trying. Thegtrknow about
the “Butterfly Effect.”

Every little act, taken alone, may not seem likeembut the cumu-
lative effect could change the world...forever

OMTU Board meeting minutes
6/17/2010
Submitted by Bob Sherrill

-Tour of Rocky Fork-Gary Barrigar gave an update on the Rock
Fork tour by area leaders set for June 25. Thewilbe lead by
David Ramsey. A good turnout is expected.

-Bottle Bill-Gary Barrigar and Bob Fondry will travel to Knohei
to have a “strategy” meeting with other interestétigroups about
the Tennessee “Bottle Bill”.

-Membership- 5 new members in May. 14 memberships expired
not yet renewed. Current membership is around 270.
-Financial- Approx. $2775 in bank. More money from sale of li-
cense plates due to be received.

-River’'s Way Fly Fishing Expo- Chapter will operate a booth at the

Expo on both days. Volunteers are being lined up.
-Donation-The Board voted to give $100 to the Southern Appalg
chian Highlands Conservancy (SAHC). OMTU is a membe
-Litter Signs-Efforts will be made to encourage people to digphe
TU/Boone Watershed Alliance litter signs along logaterways.
-July Chapter Meeting Speaker-July speaker will be Mark Hut-
chinson, a local fly casting instructor. Mark willesent a power-
point presentation on casting techniques.

-Gary Barrigar will do thethaster minute” at the July Chapter
meeting.

-Stream Cleanup Budget-Bob Fondry prepared and presented tlje

projected budget for all 2011 stream cleanupstti@Chaptewill
support. No action yet taken on the budget or Hencbsts
will be funded.

REPORT FISH AND
GAME VIOLATORS!

Call the TWRA
“Poaching Hotline at 1-
800-831-1174. You can
help TWRA game and
fish officers with their
role of enforcement of
the Tennessee fishing
regulations by reporting
violations to the TWRA
Hotline. They need “real-
time” information such
as nature of violation,
date, location, vehicle
description, license plate
numbers and so forth.

REPORT
LITTERBUGS!

CALL TDOT AT 1-877-854-
8837

Tn License Plate #
Type/make of Vehicle

Date and time of
incident

Location of incident

Type of litter

TROUT
UNLIMITED'S
add/IsIoN

“By the next
generation, Trout
Unlimited will ensure
that robust population
of native and wild
coldwater fish once
again thrive within

their North American
range, so that our
children can enjoy
healthly fisheries in
their home waters.”




Center for Watershed Protection News

Aquatic Life Declines at Early Stages of Urban Depenent The Center
for Watershed Protection has been collaborating thié US Geological
Survey's Effects of Urbanization on Stream Ecosysteesearch group to
help interpret and disseminate the study resulkscal watershed

managers and planners so they can base land useaaragiement decisioff$he se of the people of the state, it is declavdukt

on the best available science.
A summary report of the EUSE study findings is reoxilable, along with
short video podcasts, as described in the sumnaoynb

A new USGS report explains the effects of urbarettgyment on stream
ecosystem health. Surprisingly, aquatic insect canities show little,

if any, initial resistance to low levels of urbagv@élopment that were
previously thought to be protective of aquatic.liféie study showed,
for example, that by the time a watershed reachestal 0 percent
impervious cover in urban areas, aquatic insectnaonities are
degraded by as much as 33 percent in comparisaquatic insect
communities in forested watersheds.

The USGS determined the magnitude and patterregbhilysical, chemical
and biological response of streams to increasibgnization and how
these responses vary throughout nine metropoliasaPortland, OR;
Salt Lake City, UT; Birmingham, AL; Atlanta, GA; IRagh, NC; Boston,
MA.

Something to remember: The Tennessee Water
Quality Control Act of 1977

69-3-102 Declaration of policy and purpose.
Recognizing that the waters of Tennessee are thd
property of the state and are held in public tfast

the public trust for the use of the people of ttaes
it is declared to be the public policy of Tennessee|
that the people of Tennessee, as beneficiaridiof
trust, have a right to unpolluted waters. In therex
cise of its public trust over the waters of theestthe
government of Tennessee has an obligation to tal
all prudent steps to secure, protect, and preshise
right.
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“We need a commitment from all anglelrs
that says:I'pledge to clean and dry my
equipment (including watercraft) at

each fishing location, every time. | am §
clean Angler.”

John Randolph
Fly Fisherman, January-February, 2010

Take a Kid Fishing

More than 90 percent of today’s anglers fish
because they were introduced at a young ag@.
Several studies show that a high percentage pf
children who participate in outdoor activities
such as fishing, attending a TU youth camp d
participating in Trout in the Classroom
programs are much more likely to become
conservationists. Pledge to take a child fishi

by visiting www.anglerslegacy.org.

Source:_TroutSummer, 2007

OMTU is a proud member of
the Boone Watershed Partner-

ship




Food for Thought

Surface coal mining in Tennessee currently employs less
than 400 people. Most of these workers are employed in
traditional surface mines, not mountaintop removal
mines. These require fewer employees. Proponents of
the Tennessee Scenic Vistas Protection Act contrast the
coal industry with the state's lucrative tourism industry,
which employs 177,000 Tennessee residents and gener-
ates hundreds of millions of dollars in tax reve-

nues. Mountaintop removal, they say, is a direct contra-
diction to the very reason why millions of tourists from
around the globe visit the mountains of East Tennessee
every year.

To date, more that 1.5 million acres of Appalachia have
been flattened, over 700 miles of streams polluted and
several communities displaced as a result of mountain-
top removal. Tennessee currently has at least four active
and 13 proposed mountaintop removal sites in Ander-
son, Claiborne, Campbell, Fentress, Morgan and Scott
Counties

Source: Keep Bristol Beautiful, Greater Bristol Gtiger of
Commerce

Watauga Lake cleanup a success
By Bill Beazell

The first Annual Watauga Lake Cleanup was held on
June 26, 2010. Although OMTU was not directly in-
volved, | visited and offered our applause for tesv
effort to improve and maintain the beauty of thgiaa.

According to co-coordinators Debra Rolleri and Maryj
Salter, this initial effort was a huge success. iAgp
mately 100 participants collected over 500 baditef,
including 100 tires and a six-foot oxygen tank.afge
barge was used to gather the bags from the ditferen
drop-off sites. After the cleanup, participants ever
treated to lots of food, good bluegrass music, ®hohf-
fle prizes. Please join me in congratulating tHedes

for a job well done.

Rocky Fork Tour

Participants, including OMTU member Gary Barrigaglft) pause to
take in a wonderful view of the Rocky Fork wateslfiem Buzzard's
Rock during the tour on June 25, 2010. For morermétion on how yoy
can help, including a sample letter for your cosgman, go to OMTU.

org.




