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The March meeting, set for 
Thursday, 19, 2009, 6:00 p.m., 
will be held at our new location: 
House of Ribs, 3100 Kingsport 
Hwy, Johnson City, TN.  This is 
TN route 36.  
 
The program will be presented 
by Bruce Wankel, Owner, Vir-
ginia Creeper Fly-Fishing, Inc. 
 
Bruce will present a slide pro-
gram on “Local Fly Fishing Op-
portunities.” This will feature 
everything from cold to warmer 
waters in Northeast Tennessee 
and Southwest Virginia.  
 

Trout Unlimited is North 
America’s leading Coldwater 
fisheries conservation 
organization, with more than 
150,000 members dedicated to 
the protection and restoration 
of trout and salmon fisheries 
and their watersheds. 

March meeting—last opportunity to pick up TNTU 
plate rebate. Fly boxes now on sale 
 
This is the last meeting when we will issue $10 bills for rebates to 
those who purchased TN TU plates. Not everyone who purchased 
a plate might want a rebate but some have asked about it already. 
Members can only get the rebate by attending the March meeting. 
We will have a list of all chapter members who purchased a plate 
so your name needs to be on the list in order to get the $10 bill. 
Also, our new fly boxes will be available for sale: $3 each or 4 
for $10. This is a fund raiser for OMTU.  

Join the celebration 
2009 marks the 50th anniversary of Trout Unlimited. Founded 50 
years ago in 1959, TU was created by a group of Michigan fisher-
men who wanted to protect their local waters. Throughout 2009, 
TU chapters and councils will commemorate the 50th anniversary 
with many celebrations around the country. From local stream 
clean-ups to banquets and other events, TU volunteers and staff 
will commemorate 50 years of protecting cold, clean, fishable 
water. See page 5 for more information. Also go to page 6 for 
Part I of the OMTU history: 23 years and counting!!! 
 

TVA/TU Cold-
water Meeting 
Report 
 By Bill Beazell 
 
Perry Rindfleisch and I 
represented OMTU at the 
TVA/TU Coldwater Meet-
ing on Saturday, January 
21, 2009. The meeting 
was held at the TVA Tow-
ers in Knoxville. The 
meeting co-hosts were 
Chuck Bach of TVA and 
George Lane, TNTU.  

· TVA Report  

o John Hoover of TVA 
graphically showed that 
water levels in all basins 
are o.k. at this time. How-
ever, “three inch rains can 
change levels in 1-2 
days.”  Small rains can 
take 15 days to show any 
change. The runoff was 
20” below normal in 
2007-08. Atlanta, GA is 
still trying to take water 
from the Tennessee River.  

o TVA has applied to 
TDEC for a permit to 
dredge the Emory River. 
TVA is spending a million 
dollars per day on the 
Kingston Ash Spill. 

o Dam leaks at the Ocoee 
have allowed sediment—
including some from min-
ing operations—to show 
up on the banks of the 
river. This has forced an 
operational change in the  

(Continued on page 4) 

 TU is a “bottom-up” organization. To achieve our mission, 
we must get the public involved in, and dedicated to, our con-
servation efforts. Hopefully, the experience of these young 
folks with a clean-up will spark a life-long interest in protect-
ing and preserving our wetlands and coldwater streams. 


