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The March meeting, set for
Thursday, 19, 2009, 6:00 p.m.,
will be held at our new location:
House of Ribs, 3100 Kingsport
Hwy, Johnson City, TN. Thisis
TN route 36.

The program will be presented
by Bruce Wankel, Owner, Vir-
ginia Creeper Fly-Fishing, Inc.

Bruce will present adide pro-
gramon Local Fly Fishing Op-
portunities. Thiswill feature
everything from cold to warmer
watersin Northeast Tennessee
and Southwest Virginia.

Trout Unlimited isNorth
America sleading Coldwater
fisheries conservation
organization, with morethan
150,000 member s dedicated to
the protection and restoration

of trout and salmon fisheries
and their water sheds.

so your name needs to be on the list in order to get the $10 bill.
Also, our new fly boxes will be available for sale; $3 each or 4
for $10. Thisisafund raiser for OMTU.

Join the celebration

2009 marks the 50th anniversary of Trout Unlimited. Founded 50
years ago in 1959, TU was created by a group of Michigan fisher-
men who wanted to protect their local waters. Throughout 2009,
TU chapters and councils will commemorate the 50th anniversary
with many celebrations around the country. From local stream
clean-ups to banquets and other events, TU volunteers and staff
will commemorate 50 years of protecting cold, clean, fishable
water. See page 5 for more information. Also go to page 6 for
Part | of the OMTU history: 23 yearsand counting!!!

-
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TU isa bottom-up organization. To achieve our m ission,
we must get the public involved in, and dedicated to, our con-
ser vation efforts. Hopefully, the experience of these young
folkswith a clean-up will spark a life-long interest in protect-
ing and preserving our wetlands and coldwater streams.

represented OMTU at the
TVA/TU Coldwater Meet-
ing on Saturday, January
21, 2009. The meeting
was held at the TVA Tow-
ersin Knoxville. The
meeting co-hosts were
Chuck Bach of TVA and
George Lane, TNTU.

* TVA Report

0 John Hoover of TVA
graphically showed that
water levelsin all basins
are o.k. at thistime. How-
ever, threeinchrainscan
changelevelsin 1-2

days. Small rains can
take 15 days to show any
change. The runoff was
20 below normal in
2007-08. Atlanta, GA is
still trying to take water
from the Tennessee River.

0 TVA hasapplied to
TDEC for apermit to
dredge the Emory River.
TVA isspending amillion
dollars per day on the
Kingston Ash Spill.

0 Dam leaks at the Ocoee
have allowed sediment
including some from min-
ing operations  to show
up on the banks of the
river. This has forced an
operational changein the
(Continued on page 4)




FY 2009 OMTU Board
and Officers

Officers:
*  President: Perry
Rindfleisch

* VicePresident: T.A.
Smith

*  Treasurer: Randall
Rogers

»  Secretary: Bob Sherill

* |Immediate Past
President: Bob Viers

Board Members:
» Bill Beazell
» Bob Fondry
* Ron Harrington

M eeting Dates for
2009

March 19
May 21
July 16
September 17
November 19

The 2009 scheduleis
also posted on the
OMTU Web site
calendar.

Make your plans now
to attend

WANT TO BUY OR
SELL PROPERTY?

Call Dempsey Shell,
Shell & Associates Real

Estate, (423) 547-9377.
10% of the net will be
donated to OMTU.

ThePresident sCorner
By Perry Rindfleisch

Dear Fellow Overmountain Chapter Mem-
bers:

Spring is upon us and the blooming Brad-
ford Pear trees tell us it is time to get our
fishing gear out again.

Our newsletter this month is full of exciting
articles about your chapter and one of the
key initiatives we have for the future...our
anti-litter campaign. Ouir first printing of the
signs should be delivered this week and we
hope to have them at the chapter meeting
this Thursday for you to take home. The
signs are free to landowners who are con-
cerned about litter along our highways and
in our streams.

For years we have held stream cleanups to
pick litter from the water but each time,
within a few weeks, it looks pretty much
like it did before the cleanup. Now we are
trying to "get upstream" on this litter prob-
lem. It takes courage and some determi-
nation to put signs on your property asking
people to benefit everyone and not to litter.

We hope you will not only place signs on
your property but also consider contributing
to the cost of producing of these signs. We
are using the 503 (1)(C) status of Trout
Unlimited so funds contributed are proba-
bly tax deductible, depending on your indi-
vidual tax situation.

Your chapter is planning some fishing trips
to local streams in April. We promised you
mid meeting activities in 2009 and want
you to watch your email for notification of
locations later this month.

Stay safe and keep fishing.

Perry

Mark your calendar for fly fishing clinic

As part of its annual Discovery Series, the
Bristol Public Library has announced that
Lefty Kreh and Flip Pallot will host a daylong
fly fishing clinic, May 9, 2009, from 9 a.m. until
4 p.m. The location is Sugar Hollow Park,
Bristol, VA. More details later.

Source: Bristol Herald Courier, January 25
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Above: Lefty Kreh demonstrates a casting

technique at the 2008 Fishing Clinic, held at
RiversWay.

Trout Unlimited has succeeded because it has
never strayed from the philosophy that founding
grassroots member Art Newmann articul ated 50
years ago, when he observed that, if wetake care
of the fish, the fishing will take care of itself. The
organization has al so succeeded because it re-
mained faithful to aguiding, if unstated, principle:
that its people are every bit as important as the
causes it espouses.

Charles Gauvin
TU National President

The early Tuers may not have been ecologists,
but they knew that if ariver dies, thetrout die.
Modern science-based Tuers know that same
thing, but now they know how theriversdie
and why, and they know how to fix them. They
also know that money combined with votesis
power in the political arena.

John Randolph
TU s Golden Anniversary
Riffles, Fly Fisherman, May, 2009




TNTU Council Meeting Report
By Bill Beazell

Perry Rindfleisch and | represented OMTU
at the winter meeting of the TNTU Council
on Saturday, January 31, 2009. Approxi-
mately 20 people attended, with al nine TN
chapters represented. George Lane, Presi-
dent, presided.

The TNTU Council has received a 2008 TU
National rebate of $5565. Part of the money
was approved to offset some of the expenses
for council and chapter members who want
to attend the TU National Conventionin Au-
gust. The council received $200, and each
chapter will get $100. Also, two members
from each chapter will receive $105 to at-
tend training sessions at the next Southeast-
ern Regional TU meeting.

Theresults of ATV Club s efforts to reduce
the sedimentation in the Tellico River are
being studied. The Appalachian Chapter is
using invertebrate counts to determine the
effects.

The U.S. Forest Serviceis till supplying
$1000 for buying a chainsaw for rhododen-
dron removal, but they require documenta-
tion of training before use.

Dick Davis received a thunderous ovation
following his report that the required 1000
pre-sold plates level had been reached.
OMTU chapter members pre-purchased 74
plates. Those attending were reminded that
these new plates should look really neat in
the new TU 50" anniversary plate frame.

Each chapter will receive $100 for each ser-
vice person that is sponsored for the Healing
Waters program this year.

Tom Scott, who recently was a program
speaker at OMTU, gave a persuasive pleafor
all outdoor groups to work together to over-
come the efforts of those who are opposed to
hunting and fishing in TN.

Tripp Dargie of Delta Chapter, following
success with a fishing guidebook for Arkan-
sas and west Tennessee, suggested that one

(TNTU Council Report continued)

developed for al of Tennessee. This proved to be
avery successful fundraiser for the Arkansas
group. Tripp gave some good advice on how this
could be accomplished.

The TNTU chapters did agood job thisyear in
attaining many of TU National s goals through
fundraisers, involvement with college students
and younger people, stream protection and resto-
rations, and with cleanups and anti-litter cam-
paigns.

Perry Rindfleisch announced the start of anew
OMTU anti-litter campaign: OMTU will be plac-
ing signs throughout Northeast TN that read:

LITTER HURTSEVERYONE DON T DO
IT

According to Steve Fry, all TN chapters are now
in compliance with the requirement that bylaws
conform to the basics of TU-National bylaws.

Another view

Appaachiais disappearing at the rate of over 150
acres per day, and an areathe size of Delaware has
been rendered un-inhabitable. Mountaintop re-
moval mining iskilling the region s forests, ani-
mals, and culture. Not only must it end, but vast
tracts of useless land and dangerous sludge dams
must be cleaned up.

The survival of millions of people will depend,
someday, on the quality of the water and the state
of the biodiversity of Appalachia.

Bill Kovarik, Editor, Appalachia VVoice. Excerpts
from The Future of Appalachia, Winter 2008.

Southeast TU Rally set for April 24/25,
2009

Theannual Southeast TU Rally will be held
again at Hungry Mother State Park, Friday,
April 24, and Saturday, April 25. More details
will be sent out viaan OMTU newsbulletin as
they become available. Hungry M other Park is
located on VA route 16, about 5 miles north of
Marion, VA.

REPORT
LITTERBUGS!

CALL TDOT AT 1-
877-854-8837

e TnLicensePlate
#

*  Type/make of
Vehicle

e Dateand time of
incident

* Location of
incident

* Typeof litter

REPORT FISH AND
GAME
VIOLATORS!

Call TWRA Hotline
at 800-332-0900

You can help TWRA
game and fish officers
with their role of
enfor cement of the
Tennessee fishing
regulations by
reporting violations
tothe TWRA
Hotline. They need
real-time

infor mation such as
natur e of violation,
date, location, vehicle
description, license
plate numbersand so
forth.

Renew your Trout
Unlimited membership
today!

Become an active member
by attending meetings and
participatingin OMTU
activities such as stream
cleanups and those aimed
at promoting conservation
of our wetlandsand
streams.




(continued from page 1)
dluice gates.

o A dlide show by TWRA, Region 3, has confirmed old reports of not enough cold water for trout after August in the
Hiwassee. Meetingsto look for opportunities for improvement are underway.

0 Reports show improvement in control of vehicle break-inson TVA property and along the tailwaters.
* OMTU Report

o Perry Rindfleisch, OMTU President, gave areport on the background and present situation of brook trout in Hamp-
ton Creek. He presented a dlide program on the installation of the Hampton Creek Fish Barrier.

» U.S. Forest Service Report
o Jim Herrig reported that TWRA now has 4 el ectro-shockers, one of which was donated by TNTU.

o0 ATV vehiclesare till posing problems on the headwaters of the Tellico River. There has been some improvement,
but the threatened lawsuit against the National Forest Serviceislikely to proceed.

* GSM NP Report:

0 Steve Moore reported that the drought in the GSMNP began in 1999. The park has received a normal rainfall in
only two of the last ten years.

0 The park has now removed rainbows from eight miles of streams, replacing them with the southern species of
brook trout. The low water situation seemsto favor the brook trout their range has gradually moved down-
stream. Also, acidification continues to pose a problem in the upper watersheds.

0 GSMNPiscelebrating its 75™ Anniversary. Details of special events are available at the Visitor Center.

TakeaKid Fishing

More than 90 percent of today s anglersfish
because they were introduced at ayoung age.
Severa studies show that a high percentage of
children who participate in outdoor activities
such asfishing, attending a TU youth camp or

participating in Trout in the Classroom
programs are much more likely to become
conservationists. Pledge to take a child fishing
by visiting www.anglers egacy.org.

Source: Trout, Summer, 2007 STOP AQUATIC
HITCHHIKERS!"

Prevent the transport of nuisance species

ﬁ RELEASE) Clean all recreational equipment.

Particularly waders/boots.
L www.ProtectYourWatersnet |

OMTU isaproud member of
the Boone Water shed Partner -

ship

LTROUT UNLIMITED




TU: Celebrating 50 years of success

America's largest coldwater conservation orgaromafi rout Unlimited includes 140,000 members orgeghiin
more than 30 state councils and 400 local chaptesmore than 100 staff dedicated to conservirgepting,
restoring North America’s coldwater fisheries ahdit watersheds. Building on 50 years of succBssjt
Unlimited will continue to work to ensure that rabpopulations of native and wild trout and salmoge again
thrive within their North American range so thatuite generations can enjoy healthy fisheries iir theme wa-
ters.

In the last 50 years, Trout Unlimited has:

- Achieved significant reforms in state water lawotighout the East and West. These changes haveikeqst
like Montana's Jefferson River and the HousatomeiRn Connecticut from running dry.

- Developed the Conservation Success Index (CSHphisticated scientific tool that analyzes the natgisk native
trout and salmon populations and how to best ptdbeen. This tool is now being used by state adéral fish
and wildlife agencies around the country.

- Formed successful partnerships with countless &dstate, and local agencies and organizationscdtblyzed the
Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture, which bringsetibgr partners in 17 states from Maine to Geomjardtect
brook trout.

- Mobilized the sporting community through place-lths®n-partisan campaigns to protect some of Ara&riast
best remaining places to hunt and fish.

- Popularized catch and release fishing nationwidev,Nundreds of thousands of wild fish thrive iritmative wa-
ters.

- Developed the scientific approach to protect, reech and restore individual river systems arodwedcountry.

- Through the Trout in the Classroom curriculum, Ta$ lnelped more than 100,000 schoolchildren undetsta
the connection between people and the environment.

- Helped invigorate local economies by improving toedition of rivers and streams.

On August 17-24, 2009, TU will host its 50th anmgay celebration and annual meeting at the Graadefse Resort anfi
Spa in Traverse City, Michigan, not far from wh@&tg was founded 50 years ago. A week-long schedubyents will
mark the celebration. From hosted fishing tripsitsiwith fly fishing notables, casting contestdl amuch more, the event|
will be a memorable celebration. For more informiatigo to www.tu50.0rg.
Source: TU National News Release

Note: To learn more about the first 50 years, r&aekrs of Restoration: Trout Unlimited’s First 5@afs of Conservation|
by John Ross. Skyhorse Publishing, 2008, $40 hastctSBN 978-60239-211-3.

Ron Harrington, Editor




