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The May meeting, set for 
Thursday, May 21 at 6:00 pm, 
will be held at our new location: 
House of Ribs, 3100 Kingsport 
Hwy, Johnson City, TN.  This is 
TN route 36.  
 
The program will be pre-
sented by Jim Habera, TWRA 
Fisheries Biologist for Region 
IV.   

Trout Unlimited is North 
America�s leading Coldwater 
fisheries conservation 
organization, with more than 
150,000 members dedicated to 
the protection and restoration 
of trout and salmon fisheries 
and their watersheds. 

May meeting highlights: 
 
Our speaker for the May 21 meeting will be Jim 
Habera. Jim will present his annual �state of the c old-
water fisheries in Region IV.� This is one of our m ost 
popular programs. Don�t miss this one. 
 
Bring some extra cash�One of our newest members, 
Ernie Barker of Gate City, has tied up five dozen flies 
which he has graciously donated. They will be raffled 
at the meeting. Also, more really neat fly boxes will be 
on sale. These are fund raisers for the club. 

Watauga River 
Stream Cleanup  

By Bob Fondry 

OMTU participated in the 
21st annual Watauga 
Stream Cleanup May 16. 
OMTU members Gary 
Barrigar and Bob Fondry, 
along with Candy Craig, 
Carter County Chamber of 
Commerce Director, and 
Tourism  enthusiast Larry 
Gobble, planned the event 
over the last few months.  
Of these, Candy took the 
most active role. This is 
truly a community event, 
planned and executed pri-
marily by Carter County 
residents. TU support, 
while important, did not 
drive the event. And it is 
important to note that the 
businesses in Carter 
County now recognize and 
support the tourism impli-
cations of a clean environ-
ment� which is a signifi-
cant change from the past. 
We need to continue to be 
engaged but the energy has 
clearly shifted to the Cham-
ber in organizing and man-
aging this event. 

We recruited the usual 
number of participants�
around 50. This included 
about 15 inmates from the 
Carter County Jail. And 
the weather was great�
clear and warm. Enough 
trash was collected to fill 
several large dumpsters. 
Gary Barrigar and the 
Boone Watershed Partner-
ship provided waders for 
the inmates. The water was 
higher due to recent rains, 
which made access difficult, 
but plenty of trash was 
found  along the banks. 

(Continued on page 3) 
21st  Watauga River Cleanup a success. Story on page 1 
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FY 2009 OMTU Board 
and Officers�
Officers: 
• President: Perry 

Rindfleisch 
• Vice President: T.A. 

Smith 
• Treasurer: Randall 

Rogers 
• Secretary: Bob Sherill 
• Immediate Past 

President: Bob Viers 
 
Board Members:   
• Bill Beazell 
• Bob Fondry 
• Ron Harrington 

 
Meeting Dates for 
2009 
 
May            21 
July            16 
September 17 
November 19 
 
The 2009 schedule is 
also posted on the  
OMTU Web site 
calendar. 
 
Make your plans now 
to attend 

 
WANT TO BUY OR 
SELL PROPERTY? 
 
Call Dempsey Shell, 
Shell & Associates Real 
Estate, (423) 547-9377. 
10% of the net will be 
donated to  OMTU.  

  The President�s Corner 
By Perry Rindfleisch 

 
 

Greetings Members and Friends: 
  
Hope this beautiful spring weather has had 
you out in the streams, as well as the yard 
and garden.  Many things are happening in 
your chapter and all of them are covered in 
Ron Harrington’s newsletter that you are 
reading. 
  
Jim Habera, our May speaker, is one of our 
most popular speakers of the year.  His in-
sight and statistical analysis of our streams 
has always been a highlight of our fishing 
year.  Please come join us at the May 
meeting and enjoy a great dinner, too. 
  
I have spoken to the owners at House of 
Ribs about the slow service and have re-
ceived a guarantee that this will be im-
proved at this month’s meeting.  Thanks to 
all of you who completed the questionnaire 
at the March meeting.  From the responses 
you enjoy the location, food, speakers and 
are comfortable with the price.  Let’s see if 
the speed of food service�the one area of 
improvement�gets fixed this month.  
  
Ernie Barker and I were the only OMTU 
member who attended the Southeast Rally, 
May 1st and 2nd.  We enjoyed many inter-
esting presentations and small group 
breakout sessions covering the issues per-
tinent to our Southeast area.  I’m sorry 
many of you missed meeting other chapter 
members from the seven states that make 
up the SE Rally Area, and hearing what is 
happening in their chapters, too. 
  
Member Jerry Allen has agreed to head up 
our chapter efforts on Project Healing Wa-
ters for wounded vets at Mountain Home in 
Johnson City.  Let’s support him in these 
very worthwhile activities for our vets who 
protect us every day and have been 
wounded in the process. 
  
I hope to see many of you at our next 
stream cleanup�the South Holston Lake 
and River Cleanup�scheduled for August 
8, 2009.  Bill Beazell is doing a great job of 
coordinating this activity with many organi-
zations in Bristol. 
 
Perry 
 

Other�s views 
A �sense of obligation� towards wilderness 
 
�Because I don�t have to do it, my actions in suppo rt of 
the ecosystems I love, and the species they sustain, rep-
resent an expression of communal empathy and mutual 
trust. This is the very bedrock of the conservation move-
ment.  It is no longer good enough to take only pictures 
and leave only footprints. 
 
Instead, as people who love aquatic ecosystems and the 
species they support, we must pay out more than is 
due� not because we have to, or are obligated to, but 
rather because we are motivated to action by the same 
deep-seated, primal emotion that drew us to the river�s 
edge in the first place.� 

 
Ret Talbot, �Paying out more than is due,� Seasonab le 
Angler, Fly Fisherman, July 2009 

Senate bill introduced to prohibit dumping of mining 
waste into streams (S. 696) 

 
On March 25, 2009, U.S. Senators Benjamin L. Cardin 
(D-MD) and Lamar Alexander (R-TN) introduced bipar-
tisan legislation that would prohibit the dumping of min-
ing waste into streams, effectively ending the practice 
known as mountaintop mining. The Appalachia Restora-
tion Act (S.696) would amend the Clean Water Act to 
prevent the dumping of what is known as �excess spo il� 
from mountaintop mining into streams and rivers. Moun-
taintop removal coal mining is ravaging Appalachian 
communities and landscapes. More than 1,200 miles of 
streams and rivers have already been destroyed or seri-
ously polluted by coal mining waste in central Appala-
chia. The EPA estimates that by 2010 a total of 1.4 mil-
lion acres of mountains will have been destroyed. 

 
Send a message (handwritten is preferred) to your 
senators asking them to support and vote �yes� for 
the Appalachia restoration Act (S. 696). The bill is 
currently before the Senate Environment & Public 
Works Committee. 



 

 
  
 

 
REPORT FISH AND 
GAME VIOLATORS!  
Call TWRA Hotline at 
800-332-0900 
You can help TWRA 
game and fish officers 
with their role of 
enforcement of the 
Tennessee fishing 
regulations by reporting 
violations to the TWRA 
Hotline. They need “real-
time” information such as 
nature of violation, date, 
location, vehicle 
description, license plate 
numbers and so forth.  

REPORT LITTERBUGS! 
 
CALL TDOT AT 1-877-854-
8837 
 

· Tn License Plate # 

· Type/make of Vehicle 

· Date and time of 
incident 

· Location of incident 

· Type of  litter 

Members you should know about—Gary Barrigar: 
teacher, environmentalist and naturalist 
 
By Bill Beazell 
 
For many years, OMTU member Gary Barrigar taught ecology at 
Elizabethton High School. His students learned hands-on about na-
ture—from honeybees, butterflies and birds, to fish and aquatic 
“creatures,” to opossums and deer, to stream cleanups and preserva-
tion. 
 
Now retired, Gary continues to teach young and old alike about the 
wonders of nature. One venue for this is the annual Spring Nature Fes-
tival at Warriors Path State Park near Kingsport. On April 18th Gary 
and his associate from the Boone Watershed Partnership, Cathy 
Landy, lectured on stream life and water quality and the importance of 
water conservation. This was followed up with a hands-on examina-
tion of creatures in nearby Fall Creek. They also checked the water 
quality as well. 
 
Of the 35 or so people attending, there were approximately 25 young 
girls, girl scouts, and their leaders.  
 
Gary deserves a round of applause for his devotion to the mission of 
our organization— to protect, preserve and restore our coldwater fish-

eries and their headwaters.  
 

 Watauga River Cleanup 
(from page 1) 
 
In recognizing those who at-
tended, I want to mention sev-
eral by name. OMTU members 
Gary and Nancy Barrigar, Ran-
dall Rogers, Bill and Norma 
Beazell, John Harrison & wife, 
and Ron & Joan Harrington. 
These guys are always there. 
You can’t run this ship without 
them. Carter County Sheriff, 
Chris Mathes and two of his 
team leaders provided the in-
mate support. Chris has worked 
with us on stream cleanup work 
for many years. He is a mover 
and shaker in Carter County. 
Johann Coetzee, Elizabethton 
City Sewer and Storm water 
manager, attended the cleanup 
and assisted by getting the City  
to provide a dumpster at one of 
our staging sites. Johann repre-
sents the City on the BWP. He 
is a strong ally in the effort to 
improve Water Quality in the 
county.  
 
Candy Craig is a fine example 
of a person who has the vision 
to improve the community and 
then make it happen. She did it 
yesterday. Larry Gobble, 
Chamber Tourism Liaison, 
helped with the planning and 
organized the teams sent to the 
debris-laden areas. He also di-
rected the news coverage by 
guiding the TV crews to the 
active cleanup spots. He knows 
what tourism means to this 
community. 
 
We need to recognize the com-
munity businesses that made 
this a successful event by pro-
viding material support.  Wal-
Mart has taken a leading role in 
this community on issues re-
lated to improving the Water 
Quality. They provide a team 
that polices a designated area of 
the Watauga River several 
times a year. They also gener-
ously provided a delicious 
lunch—burgers, hot dogs, cold 
slaw, dessert & drinks. FATZ 
Restaurant in Elizabethton also 
contributed to the lunch by pro-
viding fried chicken and other 
foods.  Having lunch for the 
participants really helps too.   

The South Holston Lake and River cleanup is set 
for Saturday, August 8, 2009. OMTU is responsible 
for the Tail-water part of the cleanup. Mark your 
calendar and plan to join us for this important an-
nual event. 

Howard Craft, H&S Hunting 
& Fishing Shop, Elizabeth-
ton, Bobby Cheers, Mountain 
Sports, Bristol, and Jim Ma-
honey, Mahoney’s of John-
son City, all provided door 
prizes. The young lady who 
won the binoculars donated 
by Mahoney’s will probably 
remember the moment for 
life. And OMTU donated 
seven $10 Food City Gift 
Cards.  
 
OMTU is essential in bring-
ing the parties together to 
make an event like this hap-
pen. It is especially satisfying 
when the Citizens begin to do 
it themselves. This was a 
very successful cleanup. We 
need to continue to be active 
in this Community. It gives 
them hope provides impetus 
to keep the water clean. Next 
time you fish the Watauga, or 
just appreciate the Carter 
County waterscape, remem-
ber that you  played a part to 
make it look that way. 


