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 The November Meeting, 
set for Thursday, Novem-
ber 20, 2008 will be held as 
usual at the Golden Corral, 
Johnson City, TN. See pro-
gram details this page. 

Trout Unlimited is North 
America’s leading Coldwater 
fisheries conservation 
organization, with more than 
150,000 members dedicated to 
the protection and restoration 
of trout and salmon fisheries 
and their watersheds. 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from OMTU 
 
Annual end-of-year “Swap” planned for November OMTU  
meeting   By T.A. Smith 
 
It’s time for our annual end-of-year OMTU “Swap Meet.” This is a great 
opportunity to sell, buy, or trade fishing and fly-tying gear. The gear you 
bring can be old or new, used or unused. Items you no longer use or 
need may just be exactly what some other TU member can use to com-
plement his or her fishing supplies. So dig through the garage, the base-
ment, the trunk of your car, and bring your “stuff” out for a fun evening of 
trading and bargaining. This is a chance to get in some early Christmas 
shopping! 
 
The meeting—set for Thursday, November 20—will be held as usual at the 
Golden Corral, Johnson City, TN. The Golden Corral is located at 3104 
Brown’s Mill Road.  For directions go to www.mapquest.com. 

 

OMTU is a proud 
member of the Boone 
Watershed Partner-
ship 

Breaking News: Trout Unlimited has reached its goal of 1000 
TU specialty plates pre-sold. For more information, go to 
www.tuplate.org. Thanks to all of you who took part! 



 �
FY 2008  OMTU Board 
and Officers �
Officers: 
· President: Perry 

Rindfleisch 
· Vice President: T.A. 

Smith 
· Treasurer: Randall 

Rogers 
· Secretary: Bob Sherill 
· Immediate Past 

President: Bob Viers 
 
Board Members:   
· Bill Beazell 
· Bob Fondry 
· Ron Harrington 

 
Meeting Dates for 
2009 
 
January  15 
March     19 
May 21 
July 16 
September 17 
November 19 
 
The 2009 schedule is 
also posted on the  
OMTU website 
calendar. 
 
Make your plans now 
to attend 

 
WANT TO BUY OR 
SELL PROPERTY? 
 
Call Dempsey Shell, 
Shell & Associates Real 
Estate, (423) 547-9377. 
10% of the net will be 
donated to  OMTU.  

  The President’s Corner 
By Perry Rindfleisch 

 
Hi Fellow Overmountain TU'ers 
 
We are starting our new fiscal year with some 
changes your board of directors feels will en-
hance what we do and how we do it. 
  
First of all, starting with the January 15, 2009 
meeting we will be changing the location of our 
meetings.  Many of you have noted the difficult 
noise level at Golden Corral and some of you 
have mentioned the quality of the food as rea-
sons to look for a better location.  We have cho-
sen House of Ribs in Johnson City for our future 
meetings. 
  
We will have a private meeting room that is 
quiet and will arrange for a fixed price dinner 
with choices of one seafood item, or one 
chicken item, or one red meat item including 
salad, non-alcoholic beverage and gratuity in-
cluded for $18.50 per person.  They have a bar 
if you want to enjoy a cocktail with your meal. 
  
Directions to the location will be put on our web-
site and sent separately later this year. 
  
We are planning other activities in our "off" 
meeting months.  We will start with Saturday 
fishing trips that begin with breakfast at a local 
restaurant then break into groups headed to 
different rivers and streams to fish for the rest of 
the morning.  Since February is a difficult month 
for weather we are trying to set up a fly tying 
session for that month.  There will be more 
news on these activities as they develop. 
  
Finally we are trying to get an anti-litter initiative 
started in conjunction with the Boone Water-
shed Partnership and other conservation 
groups.  This is still in the early stages but I 
would appreciate any input from you on the size 
and shape of this effort.  We will present more 
to you at the January meeting. 
  
Our January meeting speaker will be our own 
Bob Viers. Bob will be presenting a fishing ex-
perience in Montana so please plan to attend. 
  
Happy Holidays to all of you and I hope to see 
you next year.  
 
Perry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Todd Burleson Memorial Cleanup 
Report 

By Bob Fondry 
 

The 14th Todd Burleson Memorial/ Doe River 
Cleanup was attended by at least 40 people 
There were more who showed up but did not 
sign in. We began as usual at 9AM and sent 
six teams off into the streams and rivers in the 
area.  We covered Shell Creek, Cove Creek, 
Hampton Creek and the Doe River.  The 
weather cooperated and while it was overcast 
it did not rain.  We collected four truckloads of 
debris.   
  
Carter County Sheriff, Chris Mathes again 
brought a contingent from the Carter County 
Jail to assist. Sheriff Mathes has been a strong 
supporter of the Doe River and the Watauga 
River clean ups for several years.  We also had 
a contingent of folks from the Washington 
County Community Service program and two 
Cloudland High School teachers and several of 
their students.   And usual, we had the entire 
Burleson family at work and many local com-
munity members as well.   
  
This event has become a regular fall activity 
for the people of Roan Mountain.  We enjoyed 
the work and especially the lunch provided by 
the Burlesons.  TU funded the door 
prizes.  We gave away eight $10 Gift Cards 
from Food City.  These were well received by 
all in the group. We broke up camp at 1:30 
PM.   
  
I want to recognize the other TU members 
who attended—Perry Rindfleisch, Gary Barri-
gar, Randall Rogers, and Bob Burleson.      
  

TWRA proposed 2009 changes to bass fish-
ing regulations for Region IV ��������������	�
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REPORT FISH AND 
GAME 
VIOLATORS!  
Call TWRA Hotline 
at 800-332-0900 
 
You can help TWRA 
game and fish officers 
with their role of 
enforcement of the 
Tennessee fishing 
regulations by 
reporting violations 
to the TWRA 
Hotline. They need 
“real-time” 
information such as 
nature of violation, 
date, location, vehicle 
description, license 
plate numbers and so 
forth.  

 Renew your Trout 
Unlimited membership 
today!  
 
Become an active member 
by attending meetings and 
participating in OMTU 
activities such as stream 
cleanups and those aimed 
at promoting conservation 
of our wetlands and 
streams. 

REPORT 
LITTERBUGS! 
 
CALL TDOT AT 1-
877-854-8837 
 
· Tn License Plate 

# 
· Type/make of 

Vehicle 
· Date and time of 

incident 
· Location of 

incident 
· Type of litter 

TVA announces formation of Environmental Information Center (EIC) 
 
The Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has established a new Environmental Information 
Center (EIC), available to anyone who needs TVA-related environmental information or has 
questions regarding a variety of environmental issues. According to Anda Ray, Senior VP, 
Office of Environment and Research, the EIC will be open between the hours of 8:00 a.m.-
6:00 p.m. EST, and can be accessed by dialing 1-800-882-5363 or at their Web site address: 
http://www.tva.com/environment/eic. 
 
The EIC, staffed by TVA’s Office of Environment and Research, is designed to answer your 
questions with accurate information encompassing a number of TVA’s environmental areas. 
These include: 
 

· Recreation 
· Shoreline actions and issues 
· Permitting procedures 
· Reservoir land plan information 
· Water quality 
· Archaeological information 
· Environmental education 
· Renewable energy 
· Sport fishing activities 
· Other environmental issues 

 
“We are committed to providing timely responses to your inquiries,” Anda Ray said. “Sharing 
environmental information helps all of us enjoy, preserve, and protect the natural resources of 
the Tennessee Valley region now and for generations to come.” 
 
Source: Anda A. Ray, TVA Office of Environment and Research 

South Holston spawning areas to be closed November 1, 2008-January 31, 2009 
 
Just a reminder that spawning season for brown trout is getting underway and two areas on 
the South Holston Tailwater will be closed again from November 1, 2008 thru January 31, 
2009. These areas are the most heavily used spawning habitat on the river. Areas closed: 
 
· From Hwy 44 as it crosses the Private Carrier Memorial Bridge near Hickory Tree, up-

stream to Bottom Creek, just above Rivers Way property. 
 
· From the downstream point of Boyd’s Island, the first island below Weaver Pike, up 

stream to the upper point of the first island above Webb’s Bridge (Thomas Island). 
 
No fishing of any kind is allowed in these protected areas during the closure. Violations 
should be reported to the TWRA Hotline. Spawning may also be taking place in other parts 
of the river as well, so be careful around any spots that show disturbed, small stones or 
spawning activity. TWRA depends on natural reproduction to maintain the great brown 
trout fishery on this river.  
 
Source: TWRA 



 

Take a Kid Fishing 
 
More than 90 percent of today’s anglers fish 
because they were introduced at a young age. 
Several studies show that a high percentage of 
children who participate in outdoor activities 
such as fishing, attending a TU youth camp or 
participating in Trout in the Classroom 
programs are much more likely to become 
conservationists. Pledge to take a child fishing 
by visiting www.anglerslegacy.org. 
 
Source: Trout, Summer, 2007 

 

 

“Blueprint for Clean Water” initiative announced by Waterkeeper Alliance 
 
The Waterkeeper Alliance, a non-profit group dedicated to preserving and restoring our waterways and wetlands, has announced 
its Blueprint for Clean Water. The Blueprint will call on the Obama Administration to support robust enforcement of our na-
tion’s environmental laws by putting control back into the hands of career EPA staff. It demands that congress increase EPA en-
forcement funding and, further, that it set up a fund to deposit the enforcement fines and penalties, so they are used for enforce-
ment and compliance activities and not deposited in the general Treasury.   

· Wetlands, streams and other sensitive waterways are vital to public health and safety and the overall health of our nation’s 
natural resources. They help control flooding, filter pollutants, and serve as breeding and safe havens for migratory birds 
and amphibians. 

· Sixty percent of U.S. creeks, rivers, and streams and tens of millions of acres of wetlands and other sensitive waters have 
lost federal protection in the last few years. These waterways are now subjected to unfettered development, industrial 
discharges, damage from agricultural run-off and storm-water pollution. 

· The Blueprint advocates for the Clean Water Restoration Act, which will restore the original intent of the Clean Water Act 
and protect these threatened waters. Waterkeeper Alliance will continue its work educating the public and our policy-
makers on this important legislation. 

· The Blueprint for Clean Water offers solutions to protect our waterways from agricultural and storm-water runoff, sew-
age, mercury from coal-fired power plants, and other types of pollution. The Blueprint  seeks greater protection of our 
oceans and addresses important environmental-justice issues. 

 
“The next President—no matter who it is—will be uniquely positioned to lead the country in strengthening environmental protec-
tion programs.”  
 
For more information, visit their website at www.waterkeepr.org.  
 
Source: Steve Fleischli, President, Waterkeeper Alliance 
 



 
 Bob Burleson Memorial Cleanup, September 27, 2008 (Story on page 2)  

Photos courtesy of Gary Barrigar 


