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New angler (creel) survey underway in 2025
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43 trips (6 h) / day



Avg.: 62/h

South Holston Tailwater Angler Surveys

Catch Harvest
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South Holston Tailwater 2025 Angler Survey 
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Avg.: 62/h

South Holston Tailwater 2025 Angler Survey 
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Wilbur Tailwater
12 monitoring sites (10 min./site; 2 h total effort) 



Tennessee Wildlife Magazine—Spring 2024
Wilbur Tailwater—Electrofishing CPUE

Bars = 90% confidence intervals for ‘All Trout’ CPUE means

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

'99 '00 '01 '02 '03 '04 '05 '06 '07 '08 '09 '10 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20 '21 '22 '23 '24 '25

M
e
a
n

 C
P

U
E

 (
fi

s
h

/h
) 

≥
 7

 i
n

.

Year

Rainbow Trout

Brown Trout

All

Fingerling Rainbow  

stocking ended

Trout ≥7 in.

Mgt. plan obj. for Rainbow Trout 

CPUE: 42 fish/h

Brown stocking 

(20k) ended
Fingerling Rainbow stocking 

reduced: 100k to 50k

Fish kill 

(lower 7 mi.)

Adult Rainbow 

stocking increased: 

40k to 47k



*Wilbur and Norris tailwaters are being surveyed in 2024. 
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South Holston Tailwater

Boone Tailwater 

2025
4 monitoring sites 

(15 min./site; 1 h total effort) 



0

50

100

150

200

250

'08 '09 '10 '11 '12 '13 '14 '15 '16 '17 '18 '19 '20 '21 '22 '23 '24 '25

M
e

a
n

 C
P

U
E

 (
fi

s
h

/h
) 

Year

Rainbow

Brown

All

Cutthroat

Boone Tailwater
Electrofishing CPUE

Trout ≥7 in.

Bars = 90% confidence intervals for ‘All Trout’ CPUE means

Fingerling Rainbow  

stocking ended



Annual Monitoring:  Trout 16-22” (PLR)

South Holston Tailwater
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Purpose: 

• Evaluate survival, growth, and 

recruitment of stocked Rainbow Trout & 

contribution of wild fish

Results:

• Stocked hatchery adults and wild Rainbow    

Trout were similarly abundant. 

• Growth rates for adult stocked Rainbow Trout 

are among the highest reported in any 

southeastern U.S. tailwater fishery (9.5”-21.5” 

in 16 months. 

• Stocked fingerling Rainbow Trout recruit 

poorly—suspended in 2024.

2025 Trout Abundance--All Tailwaters

Tailwater

2025 

Mean CPUE 

(All)

% Change 

(from 2024)

2025 

Large Trout 

Mean CPUE 

% Change 

(from 2024)

South Holston 253 -2 25 (16-22 in.) +350

Wilbur* 180 +1 21(≥14 in.) -3

Norris 133 -23 65 (14-20 in.) +39

Boone 39 -67 20 (≥18 in.) +11

Ft. Patrick 

Henry
16 -64 13 (≥18 in.) +333

Cherokee To be sampled Fall 2025

*Wilbur  % Change is 2025 vs. 2023 (no 2024 data).



Questions / Comments

J. Forrest Thomas access, S. Holston tailwater, March 7, 2025





Native Brook Trout RestorationsSouth Holston TailwaterNative Brook Trout RestorationsSouth Holston Tailwater
Trout Fishery Management Plan (2022-27)

STRATEGIES:   Feature the exceptional wild Brown Trout and developing wild Rainbow Trout fisheries

   Provide a supplemental hatchery-supported fishery for adult Rainbow Trout 

   Maintain 16-22-inch protected length range (PLR) or “slot limit” regulation       for all trout

OBJECTIVES:  

1. Determine the contribution of wild Rainbow Trout to the fishery by suspending fingerling 

Rainbow Trout stocking beginning in 2021.  A mean CPUE of ≥36 fish/h by 2024 would 

indicate adequate natural reproduction. 

2.  Continue stocking 47,000 adult (9-10 inch) Rainbow Trout annually.

3. Ensure that S. Holston Dam operations do not impact the tailwater  trout  fishery.

 

 

South Holston Tailwater 

Trout Fishery 
Management Plan  

2022-2027 

 
 

    

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency 

      February 2022 
 
 

 

MANAGEMENT GOAL:  Continue providing a high-quality, largely self-sustaining trout fishery which provides a variety of 

         angling opportunities.  



Native Brook Trout RestorationsSouth Holston vs. Upper Wilbur Brown Trout CPUE 
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